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declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 19
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

——————

PRAYER

Reverend Jeffery Bayhi, St. John the
Baptist Catholic Church, Baton Rouge,
Louisiana, offered the following pray-
er:

Gracious God and Father, we humbly
ask that You bestow upon us the gift of
humility. Humble us in Your sight, our
Creator. It’s only from You, our God,
that the rights of life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness are derived, not
from any Kking, government or con-
gress. Let us always see ourselves as
stewards of these rights and the serv-
ants of the people created in Your
image and likeness, like our Founding
Fathers. We are to protect, ensure, and
safeguard those rights.

Guard us from the evils of pride and
power that place self-interest before
the common good. Give us the courage
of our convictions and not simply a be-
lief based on convenience. Never let a
wishbone replace our backbone, for it
is You alone to whom one day we will
all be accountable. Give us courage and
strength to serve and care for Your
people. We ask this through our God
and Father.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Kansas (Ms. JENKINS)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. JENKINS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

WELCOMING REVEREND M.
JEFFERY BAYHI

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Louisiana (Mr.
CASSIDY) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. Speaker, it is my
privilege to invite Father Bayhi here
today to speak. Father Bayhi is a na-
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tive of Baton Rouge and was ordained
at St. Patrick’s Church in 1979.

He has many academic achievements,
but he is actually best known for spir-
itual stewardship of his parishioners.
You can see this both in how his call-
ing and ministry manifest in the oppor-
tunities that he has sought and the ac-
tivities he currently does.

Among these he has worked with
Mother Teresa’s church in Calcutta. He
currently is the director of Closer Walk
Ministries. He has written several
books, such as ‘“‘Paved With Souls,”
speaking about his experience with
Mother Teresa and the Missionaries of
Charity in Calcutta, as well as pro-
duced videos of his experiences on mis-
sion trips. He has worked in prison sys-
tems for the criminally insane. He
works with youth, et cetera, et cetera,
et cetera.

I was struck that his prayer for us re-
flected his life, one of humility, cour-
age, accountability to God, calling us
to service.

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DENHAM). The Chair will entertain 15
further requests for 1-minute speeches
on each side of the aisle.

———

DODD-FRANK

(Ms. JENKINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. JENKINS. Mr. Speaker, despite
my strenuous objections, 2 years ago
this week Congress passed the Dodd-
Frank Act. Two years have passed, and
only one-third of nearly 400 rules are
written today, and we have already
added nearly 9,000 pages of new regula-
tions and $7 billion in compliance
costs.

By trying to solve a poorly under-
stood financial crisis, Washington cre-
ated a regulatory nightmare. New
agencies like the Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau have slowed the
credit lifeline that is vital to the cre-
ation and survival of American small
businesses.

By impeding borrowing, experts pre-
dict Dodd-Frank will reduce annual job
creation by 4.3 percent, hindering eco-
nomic growth. Instead of using crises
as excuses to expand our already over-
reaching government, we should target
regulation at the root of the problem
and work to protect both consumers
and our innovating entrepreneurs.

————

SUPPORTING MAKE IT IN
AMERICA

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr.
Speaker I rise in support of the Make
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It in America plan, a series of bills set
forth by House Democrats to put
America back to work.

In the 29th District of Texas, we hold
job fairs throughout the year to help
our constituents find a job and make
better lives for themselves and their
families. The American public contin-
ually cites job creation and economic
growth as the top concerns in the Na-
tion.

The Make It in America plan aims to
strengthen the economy and boost the
middle class through continuing to
grow our manufacturing and energy
production sectors and creating jobs in
America. Make It in America focuses
on competition, investing in infra-
structure, clean energy jobs, increased
education, smart tax policies, and
smart regulations.

Unfortunately, the majority in the
112th Congress has failed to bring these
job-creating plans to the floor for a
vote and continually refuses to put for-
ward a comprehensive jobs plan. Con-
gress must focus our legislative prior-
ities, invest in our future, create good
middle class jobs and increase Amer-
ica’s competitiveness around the globe.
By creating these jobs for hardworking
Americans, the other areas of our econ-
omy will be stimulated.

I urge the majority to take up these
bipartisan bills and help the American
people get back to work.

————
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PERMITTING ISSUES

(Mrs. CAPITO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPITO. I rise today to support
the jobs of hundreds of hardworking
coal miners in West Virginia and to
highlight the misguided actions of the
EPA in objecting to permits for coal
mining activity.

On April 1, 2010, the EPA issued guid-
ance under the Clean Water Act that
bypasses the normal process for pro-
mulgating water quality standards. It
nullifies the water quality standards
put into place by our State regulators
and our State legislatures. In other
words, the EPA has taken over the
States’ prerogative on water quality.

Despite a 2011 Federal court decision
that rejected the EPA’s interpretation
of its authority, the regulatory permit-
ting process for surface mining has es-
sentially been halted in the Appa-
lachian region. Hundreds of permits
will expire within the next 18 months
in West Virginia alone. Failure to act
on these permits will lead to the loss of
thousands of jobs in West Virginia, and
just recently we have experienced a
loss of 1,000 coal mining jobs.

The EPA should exercise its permit-
ting and regulatory authority under
the Clean Water Act in a manner that
considers the impacts on jobs and the
economy in West Virginia and other
coal mining States.
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